
  

                             
 

 
 
 

Information for parents and students for the  
upcoming 2020-2021 school year. 

 
The Laurens County School District continues to be in constant contact with state and local officials regarding 
the safe reopening of schools.  We thank you for your patience as we have tried to wait until we could receive 
the most up-to-date, reliable information on which to base these very important decisions.  The school 
district’s planning for the new school year is designed with the health and safety of students as its highest 
priority and will be sufficiently flexible to adapt if the current information should change.  
 

When will school start? 
With the information we currently have available, we plan for students to return September 8, 2020 with parents 
having 2 options for their student(s) to learn. Our plan is to follow South Central Health District and CDC guidelines as 
much as possible. 

 

Will instruction be in-person in classrooms, or online? 
Parents will have a choice of either in-person learning or online learning: 
The Choice of In-Person Learning: 
Medical and educational research indicates face-to-face instruction is the best option for our students.  Our intent is 
to consider all aspects of your student’s (physical, emotional, and educational) well-being. Beginning September 8, 
2020, all Laurens County Schools will reopen and provide in-person classroom learning with additional, rigorous 
health and safety protocols that adhere to the Department of Public Health and the Georgia Department of 
Education’s guidelines. If you were a Laurens County student the day school dismissed in March, you do not need to 
take any additional steps at this time. 
The Choice of Online Learning: 
A digital learning option will be available for students to receive online instruction remotely and complete 
assignments independently.  This digital learning option is very different than the online learning that we provided 
last spring. Students must adhere to grading and attendance policies, as well as participation requirements.  Parents 
choosing this option must commit to their PreK-8th grade student(s) participating in this option for a minimum of a 9 
weeks grading period; 9th-12th grade students are required to participate for a full semester. Students in grades 6-12 
will be able to participate in online learning through Odyssey ware.  Students in PreK-5 will participate in online 
learning through Google Classroom.  The enrollment window for this option will run from July 24, 2020-July 31, 2020.  
Parents can register at this link:     

 

What precautions will be taken for in-person learning? 
The school district’s reopening plan follows the Georgia Department of Education’s K-12 Restart and Recover Plan.  
The GADOE outlined three options for reopening schools that are dependent on the spread of COVID19 in each 
community.  A copy of the plan is available at this link:  https://www.georgiainsights.com/recovery.html 
Currently, Laurens County is in the yellow Enhanced Mitigation Measures category, which allows for the provision of 
traditional learning along with intensive mitigation measures such as additional sanitizing efforts and social 
distancing. See additional information below: 

 
***In the event that an executive order from the state dictates school buildings are to be closed for the 2020-2021 
school year, Laurens County Schools will utilize remote learning for all students. Visit www.lcboe.net for more 
information and updates.  
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Information for parents and students for the  
upcoming 2020-2021 school year. 

 
In-Person Learning 
 
 
 

Online Learning 
 

If your student(s) was a student in the Laurens County 
School System when school dismissed in March 2020, 
there is no need to take further action at this time. 
Enhanced Mitigation Measures: 

§ Post signage on all buses and throughout 
schools regarding the prevention of the 
spread of the virus 

§ Signage will enforce directional flows of 
movement in the building to limit crossover  

§ All staff and students’ temperatures checked 
each day. Temperatures of 100° or greater will 
require isolation and pickup 

§ Additional instruction to teach and reinforce 
good hygiene 

§ Clean and disinfect frequently touched 
surfaces as needed 

§ Disinfect all classrooms and utilized areas daily 
§ Disinfect all buses twice each day 
§ Encourage teacher and student use of face 

masks at school.  
§ Bus riders and bus driver are required to wear 

a mask while on the bus.  
§ Limited movement and distancing among 

students to the best extent possible 
§ Provide additional sanitizer stations in all 

classrooms, gym, and lunchroom 
§ Encourage students to bring individual water 

bottles since water fountains will not be 
available 

§ Limiting parent and visitor access to the office 
§ Reporting any COVID19 cases to South Central 

Health District 
§ Discontinuing delivery of outside foods 

Online Instruction (Distance Learning) begins 
September 8, 2020. PreK-5th grade students will have 
the opportunity to enroll in Distance Learning through 
Google Classroom and 6th-12th grade students through 
Odysseyware. All students will have an assigned 
teacher to offer support and monitoring.  For Distance 
Learning, your child must meet the following 
requirements: 
 

§ Commit to online learning for the minimum of 
a semester (18 weeks) for grades 9-12, and 
nine weeks for PreK-8th grade 

§ Have internet access at home 
§ Have a device that will connect to the internet 

at home and will work for students’ 
assignments 

§ Be available for instruction during normal 
school hours 

§ Log-in and participate in the class daily 
§ Meet all academic, attendance, and grading 

requirements 
§ Take state-mandated Milestones Assessments 
§ Cannot be eligible for Valedictorian or 

Salutatorian unless physically attended high 
school on campus for 4 semesters of the 
Junior and Senior high school years. Laurens 
County Board Policy IHD 

§ A parent meeting with the principal or 
designee.  The student will also participate in a 
brief academic screener during the meeting. 

§ Online courses will not meet NCAA 
Clearinghouse Rules for those planning on 
becoming a college athlete 

 
A Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document is also available. 


